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thought to the people and events of our Na-
tion’s past so that we might better prepare
for the challenges of the future. While Chris-
topher Columbus’ epic voyage took place al-
most three centuries before the founding of
our democracy, his journey helped shape our
national experience and offers important les-
sons as we chart our own course for the 21st
century.

One of the most valuable of those lessons
is the importance of sustaining our spirit of
adventure, our willingness to explore new
concepts and new horizons. Columbus, after
careful study and planning, rejected the con-
ventional thinking of his time, sailed for the
open seas, and succeeded in opening up a
New World for the people of Europe. Like
Columbus, our founders rejected the familiar
paths of the past and ventured boldly to cre-
ate a new form of government that has pro-
foundly shaped world history. Explorers, pio-
neers, inventors, artists, entrepreneurs—all
have found a refuge in America and a chance
to achieve their dreams.

Today we have other worlds to explore—
from the deepest oceans to the outermost
reaches of space to the genetic code of
human life. The same adventurous spirit that
propelled Columbus’ explorations will enable
us to challenge old assumptions, acquire new
knowledge, and broaden the horizons of hu-
mankind.

Columbus’ story illustrates the importance
of diversity. Columbus was born and raised
in Italy; he learned much of his seafaring
knowledge and experience from Portuguese
sailors and navigators; and he put those skills
in service to the King and Queen of Spain,
who funded his explorations. By establishing
a safe, reliable route between Europe and
the New World, Columbus opened the door
for subsequent explorers from Spain, France,
and England and for the millions of immi-
grants who would be welcomed by America
in later centuries. But the encounters be-
tween Columbus and other European explor-
ers and the native peoples of the Western
Hemisphere also underscore what can hap-
pen when cultures clash and when we are
unable to understand and respect people
who are different from us.

While more than 500 years have passed
since Christopher Columbus first sailed to

these shores, the lessons of his voyage are
still with us. Brave, determined, open to new
ideas and new experiences, in many ways he
foreshadowed the character of the American
people who honor him today.

In tribute to Columbus’ many achieve-
ments, the Congress, by joint resolution of
April 30, 1934 (48 Stat. 657), and an Act of
June 28, 1968 (82 Stat. 250), has requested
the President to proclaim the second Mon-
day in October of each year as ‘‘Columbus
Day.’’

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim October 9, 2000, as Co-
lumbus Day. I call upon the people of the
United States to observe this day with appro-
priate ceremonies and activities. I also direct
that the flag of the United States be displayed
on all public buildings on the appointed day
in honor of Christopher Columbus.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this sixth day of October, in the
year of our Lord two thousand, and of the
Independence of the United States of Amer-
ica the two hundred and twenty-fifth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., October 11, 2000]

NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on October 7, and it
was published in the Federal Register on October
12.

The President’s Radio Address
October 7, 2000

Good morning. Every year more than
56,000 Americans die from colorectal cancer,
and another 130,000 are diagnosed with the
disease. These are people we know and love,
our families, friends, and neighbors. Today
I want to talk about our common fight against
this quiet killer and what we can do as a Na-
tion to save more lives.

Many people are uncomfortable talking
about cancer, especially colorectal cancer.
And while all of us may be able to appreciate
this reluctance, our silence protects no one,
least of all those we love most. That’s why
so many Americans, tens of thousands of
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them, led by Katie Couric, have come to
Washington this weekend to speak out and
rally against colorectal cancer.

For 8 years now, the Vice President and
I have made the fight against cancer one of
our top priorities, nearly doubling funding
for cancer research and treatment. We’ve
also accelerated the approval of cancer drugs
while maintaining the highest standards of
safety. We’ve strengthened Medicare to
make prevention, screening, and clinical
trials more available and more affordable.
During Breast Cancer Awareness Month, the
Senate voted to fund our proposal to provide
health coverage to uninsured women with
breast and cervical cancer.

These efforts are paying off. Earlier this
year we learned for the first time that cancer
deaths in the United States are no longer ris-
ing. We need to build on that progress by
encouraging more early detection and treat-
ment. Colorectal cancer is the second-
leading cancer killer in America. The good
news is that caught soon enough, more than
90 percent of the cases can be cured. That’s
why in 1998 Hillary helped to launch the first
national campaign against colorectal cancer,
much as we’ve been working for years to de-
feat breast cancer.

Our family, like so many American fami-
lies, knows all too well the terrible toll cancer
can take, and we want to do everything we
can to help others avoid that loss. Today I’m
announcing several new actions in the war
against cancer. First, the National Cancer In-
stitute will invest $30 million over the next
5 years to help doctors expand and improve
screening procedures for colorectal cancer.
We need to address the chronic underuse
of these lifesaving tools, and this new invest-
ment will encourage physicians to make reg-
ular use of the most effective procedures.

Second, we’re launching a new initiative
to educate Medicare beneficiaries about the
importance of regular checkups and cancer
screenings. Beginning next year, every senior
and every American with a disability using
Medicare will get a screening reminder,
starting with one on colorectal cancer, every
time they go to their doctor or use Medi-
care’s toll-free hotline.

Third, I’m urging Congress to pass bipar-
tisan legislation that expands Medicare to in-

clude more sophisticated colorectal cancer
screening tests for people over the age of 50.
Congress should not adjourn before sending
me this legislation. They should also pass my
proposal to eliminate all cost-sharing require-
ments for colorectal screening and other pre-
ventive procedures under Medicare. If we
take these steps, we’ll remove major barriers
to older Americans getting the preventive
care they need.

And finally, once again I ask Congress to
pass a strong, enforceable Patients’ Bill of
Rights, one that ensures that cancer patients,
along with all patients, have access to the spe-
cialty care they need. It’s time to put progress
before partisanship and get people the med-
ical care they need and deserve.

While the war against cancer is not yet
won, we all have reason for new hope. Even
as I speak, scientists are fast unlocking the
secrets of the human genome, and revolu-
tionary treatments are sure to follow. As they
do, Americans should know that we’ll do ev-
erything necessary to safeguard their privacy
and to outlaw genetic discrimination in both
employment and health insurance.

In the meantime, we must all stand watch
against cancer, even if that means con-
fronting at times our worst fears. None of
us will ever die of embarrassment, so go to
the doctor and get that screening done. Re-
member, with early detection, quality care,
love from our families, and the grace of God,
we can all lead longer, healthier, and better
lives.

Thank you.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 2:13 p.m. on
October 6 in the East Room at the White House
for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on October 7. In his
remarks, the President referred to Katie Couric,
cohost of NBC’s ‘‘Today Show’’ and cofounder of
WebMD Rock ’n Race to Fight Colon Cancer.
The transcript was made available by the Office
of the Press Secretary on October 6 but was em-
bargoed for release until the broadcast.

Telephone Remarks to a Rally for
Representative Julia Carson
October 7, 2000

Let me say, first of all, I’m just sick I can’t
be there. But I think you know that for the


